Corzine swears in Commissioner Kolluri at Headquarters 


Hundreds of NJDOT 
employees, New Jersey 
State Legislators, Cabinet 
Members and former NJDOT 
Commissioners watched 
as Governor Jon S. Corzine 
conducted a ceremonial 
swearing-in for Kris Kolluri, 
Esq., as NJDOT Commissioner 
on March 28. 

Held at NJDOT 
Headquarters, the ceremony 
was also transmitted by 
teleprompter to the cafeteria 
and to the three regions. 

In his acceptance speech, 
Kolluri spoke about his parents 
— his father, a teacher, and his 
mother, who passed away three 


Lettiere and left for the private 
sector in January 2005. Corzine 
said that he was impressed 
with the work done at NJDOT 
to revive the almost defunct 
Transportation Trust Fund. 

“T really thank Kris and 
also Jack Lettiere for getting a 
strong proposal together for 
the Transportation Trust Fund,” 
said Corzine. 

But that is not the only 
initiative Kolluri will lead. 

“We have to deal with 
the new truck laws, just as we 
dealt with the huge February 


j Ags ms MORE VaR Ne snowstorm,” said Kolluri. “I 
Governor Jon S. Corzine swears in Transportation Commissioner want to build on the legacies oF 


Kris Kolluri, Esq., in a ceremony for employees and guests. Kolluri’s 


past commissioners.” 


acne ago — Re coniiced wife Lopa holds the Bible as one of their daughters Mira looks on. NJDOTers provided 

their life in India to emigrate to the United States 20 years ago. the program. Deputy Commissioner Stephen Dilts served as 
“They did this for us — for my brother and me - and for Master of Ceremonies, Sr. M/Sgt, U.S. Air Force Paul Kascia 

that Iam thankful,” said Kolluri. “They did it with sheer grit led in the Pledge of Allegiance, the Rev. Thomas Johnson led 

and hard work.” Kolluri also said that he wanted to repay this the invocation and Cherishma Shah recited a Hindu prayer/ 

country for the opportunities that it gave him and his family. poem — a traditional benediction prayer adapted for the 
Governor Corzine said he picked Kolluri for commissioner occasion. 

because of his excellence and leadership in transportation. Besides Lettiere, former Transportation Commissioners 


Kolluri was Chief of Staff under former Commissioner Jack John Sheridan, Roger Bodman and Hazel Gluck were present. 


Eee Rennes ae 
Bolis, Kenneth Conrow, Paula Scelsi 
and Robert Bird recommended two 
wetland mitigation sites - in Lincoln 
Park and Byram Township - because 
_ of significant numbers of purple 
setrife. In an interagency project, the 
Department of Agriculture and NJDOT 
will release the beetles onto the plants. 
“This project is important to 
NJDOT because we are often required — 
to construct wetlands to compensate — 
for wetlands impacted by a roadway 
project,” said Bolis. 
As Earth Day coincides with Take 
urple loosestrife is an invasive Your Children to Work Day this year, 
ant that needs to be controlled. “This the visiting children can take advantage 
non-native, invasive plant threatens __ of special environmental activities. 
_ New Jersey’s wetlands, river and stream § Supervising Environmental Specialist 
banks, tidal and nontidal marshes and Lauralee Rappleye and Principal 
lake shores,” said Amanda Bolis Sr. Biologist Connie House have special 
_ Environmental Specialist. — plans for the day. 
. “We try to control it with leaf esting __ “My objective is to focus on 
beetles species Galerucella, who feed on Indian pottery and the development of 
the plant and eat its le s, se ously = the ery industry from prehistoric 
sanaging it.’ ae Continued on back page 
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Retiree Dennis Keck sees transportation in his future 


Picture this. Early on a spring morning Dennis Keck, coffee 
mug in hand, walks the beach at Long Beach Island, pausing only 
to watch the gulls pick the surf. 

“That's the ideal place for me — the beach,” said Keck, 
“along with golf and traveling to interesting places. I’ll do more 
of those now, but will return to work in the transportation 
business somewhere.” 

Keck may have retired on April 1 after 34 and a half 
years with NJDOT but he is . : 
confident his future will include 
transportation. 

“T have held so many 
different positions in NJDOT 
and I truly liked what I did,” 
said Keck. After his first job 
in Planning, Keck worked 
in Research, Environmental 
Analysis, the Commissioner’s 
Office, Highway Services, Modal 
Services, Systems Planning 
and Research, ITS Operations, 
was Assistant Commissioner 
and Chief Engineer for Capital 
Program Management, and was Assistant Commissioner of 
Planning and Development in his last position. Even when he 
served as Acting Commissioner for a month in 1994, he was in his 
comfort zone. 

“T was truly blessed to work at something I love, and with so 
many people who have truly become family,” said Keck. “I will 
miss everyone, especially the comradery that made DOT special.” 

At a dinner on April 5 where he was feted with former 
Deputy Commissioner James Snyder and former Assistant 
Commissioner of Capital Program Management Howard 
Zahn, Keck said that he worked with Zahn and Snyder, former 
Commissioner Jack Lettiere and former Assistant Commissioner 
of Interagency Coordination Madeline Rumowicz when he was 
Acting Assistant Commissioner for Planning and Policy in the 
early 90s. “What a crew we had!” he said. 

The licensed Professional Engineer and licensed Professional 
Planner noted the most challenging time in his career was when 


Zahn 


Commissioner appoints Snyder to new position 


Commissioner Kolluri has appointed Pat Snyder to the position of Executive 
Director of Policy and Authority Coordination. Snyder was formerly Director of Policy, 


Legislation and Regulatory Actions. 


“Pat will take on the responsibilities of the former Assistant Commissioner of 
Interagency Coordination, in addition to leading the Department to accomplish my 
said Kolluri in the Management Announcement. 


strategic priorities and initiatives,” 


Elkins Green named Director 


Assistant Commissioner of Capital Program Management Rick Hammer 
has announced the appointment of Elkins Green as Director of the Division of 


Environmental Resources. 


“Elkins brings a wealth of experience and expertise to his new position,” said 


Hammer. “He is a true advocate for environmental stewardship.” 


An employee of the Department since 1978, Green has served as an Environmental 
Team Leader, a Project Manager and as Manager of Environmental Project Support. 


Bike tour to benefit Multiple Sclerosis patients 


Join NJDOtTers Patrick Barton, Elise Bremer-Nei, Sheree Davis, Debbie 
Kingsland and Wendy Smith for the 2006 Multiple Sclerosis Bike Tour on May 20 
and 21. It is an annual fundraising event open to athletes and non-athletes, pros and 


beginners and to those who just want to have bicycling fun. 


Start at Monmouth University in Long Branch and loop through shore towns on 
25-, 50- or 170-mile routes. For additional information, or to register, contact any of the 


riders listed. 


Keck 


he served as coordinator and expeditor for the completion of 
New Jersey’s Interstate System under former Commissioner 
Louis J. Gambaccini (1978-1981), and later with Commissioner 
John Sheridan. 

Keck was involved in gaining the approvals for 1-287, 

I-78 and the Trenton Complex. He is also known for his role in 
withdrawing I- 95 from the national interstate system, which he 
called the most controversial decision of his career. 

“We were most concerned 
about induced growth and 
the impact on traffic and 
environment,” said Keck. “In 
essence, this was smart growth 
before anyone had thought of 
the phrase. Instead of building 
the interstate, federal dollars 
were used to complete and 
reconstruct other state highway 
and transit projects in the region. 

“We took the money 
and built the Somerville 
Circle, widened and grade 
separated interchanges on 
Route 1, constructed a rail maintenance facility for the Northeast 
Corridor rail line and built Routes 29 and 129.” 

Later in his career, Keck also managed the Portway 
initiative, coordinated the Intelligent Transportation System 
(ITS) activities for the Department, was chairman of the I-95 
Corridor Coalition Steering Committee (one of four priority ITS 
corridors in the nation) and was on the Board of Directors of the 
Committee for a Smart New Jersey. He is also been very involved ~ 
in New Jersey’s truck issues and the development of regulations 
to better manage heavy trucks. 

His accomplishments did not go unnoticed by 
transportation organizations. Keck received numerous 
awards and recognition from the American Society for Public 
Administrators, the American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officers, the NJ Alliance of Action, Transportation 
Management Associations and Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations and Local Officials and Organizations. 
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‘Kolluri r names s Stout, Hammer Assistant Commissioners 


Commissioner Kris Kolluri recently announced the appointment of Mark Stout 
' as Assistant Commissioner for Planning and Development and Rick Hammer as 


“I see definite challenges in my 


_ position as Assistant Commissioner 
_ to implement the Governor’s and the 


Commissioner’s transportation plans,” 


_ said Stout. “One is the efficient use 

_ of resources, and another is to apply 

_ those resources in a smarter way. That 

_ translates to faster and cheaper. Another 
_ is to continue to push ahead to link 
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transportation plans with land use plans 
to develop communities. Yet another 

is to develop this organization so it 
becomes a 21* Century Department, 
leading in environmental stewardship 


and community outreach.” 


Stout, who holds a Ph.D. in 


Political Science from the London School 


of Economics, has the experience to meet 


those challenges. Selected as a finalist for 
_ the 2003 National Competition for Best 


Practices in Environmental Stewardship 
award by the American Association 

of State Highway and Transportation 
Officials, Stout was also a founding 


Assistant € pmise anes - Capital - 
Program Management Rick Hammer 
displays a sketch of the September 11 
Memorial Bridge replacement for 

the current Route 70 Bridge over the 
Manasquan River. 
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_ Assistant Commissioner for Capital Program Management. 


‘Stout: Planning and Development 


member of the NJDOT Smart Growth 
Implementation Team. He believes 
strongly in community outreach. 

“We have to strive for livable 
communities that are walkable 
communities,” said Stout. “We also have 


to know what we as a state can and cannot 


do. An example is Atlanta’s (Georgia) 
plans for a 23-lane freeway. That concept 
would never work in New Jersey. It’s a 
plus if we recognize that when we are 
planning a project.” 

Stout sees a plus in most things. 
About his Ph.D., he met his wife (an 
art historian) while attending school. 
Additional pluses are his son, who is a 
Congressional intern in Washington, D.C., 
and his daughter, who is a transportation 
consultant. 

He began his career with NJDOT 
in 1980 and has held positions in 
policy, planning and programming. 
He previously served as the Director 
of cee Investment Planning and 


Stout organizes for a new day’s challenges. 


Development and was the co-creator 
of such programs as NJFIT: Future in 
Transportation that defines NJDOT’s 
new approach to integrating 
transportation and land use planning. 


Hammer: Capital Program Management 


_ Newly-appointed Assistant Commissioner of Capital Program Management 
Rick Hammer says he is looking forward to the challenges of his new position. 

“So far in 24 years it has been great for me,” said Hammer. “I began in the Bureau 
of Structural Evaluation, where I worked for 14 years, ultimately attaining the position 
of Project Engineer. When the Division of Project Management was formed I was 


promoted to Project Manager.” 


Most recently Hammer served as Director of Project Management, after serving 
as Program Manager for six South Jersey counties. Some of the projects that stand out 
in his career are the I-95 Scotch Road and Route 31 interchanges and the Edison and 


Victory bridges. 


“I guess Iam most proud of the delivery of the Department's capital construction _ 


program in FY2005,” 
contracts that covered 55 projects. 


said Hammer. “We delivered $600 million in construction 


Hammer cited projects in the FY 2005 program: the Route 139 approaches to 
the Holland Tunnel; Routes 1, 9 and 35 reconstruction of the original cloverleaf; and 
Routes 30 and 73 in the south, including removal of the Berlin Circle. 

He also sees NJDOT philosophies as a major plus for the citizens of New Jersey. 

“Two philosophies that have truly taken root are Hyperbuild and Fast Track,” 
he said. “Let's face it, putting up an overpass on Route 1 in one weekend is a major 
improvement over weeks of closed roads and commuter detours.” 

Whatever the project, Hammer believes strongly in giving credit where it’s due. 

“I believe in recognizing employees,” he said. “Outside the main door in the hallway 
is a plaque where people are recognized for their accomplishments as part of our 
Employee Recognition Program. I firmly believe people will go the extra mile when 


they know their efforts are appreciated.” 


Hammer is looking forward to the current construction challenge: the 
September 11 Bridge that will replace the current Route 70 Bridge over the Manasquan — 
River between Brielle in Monmouth County and Brick Township in Ocean County. 
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